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your monthly exploration of new music 


10 Third Eye Foundation 

Exchanging his guitars and effects pedals for a sampler and computer was the best decision that the Bristol 
isolationist Man Elliot ever made. By Simon Hopkins 

12 Global Ear: New York 

Steve Home enters LaMonte Young's Theatre of Eternal Music 

14 Bites 

Kelli Hand Digital night rider Tipsy West Coast lounge lizards Spaceheads Cosmic slop-outs 

Susie Ibarra Gotham rhythmstick Label lore: Emanem 

18 Cologne Central 

In the German city that is a hive of galvanised music activity, Rob Young meets the new stars of selten 
gehorte Musik: Mouse On Mars, Mike Ink, Dr Walker, A-Musik, Pluramon and more 

26 Photek 

Chris Sharp travels to the heart of the English greenbelt to meet a Junglist who is combining martial arts 
techniques with astro jazz influences to recast the mood of the suburbs 

30 Robert Fripp 

Mike Barnes gains admittance to the court of the Crimson King to discuss the birth of Prog rock, the 
chemistry of performance, Eno's tape-delay systems, and, er, getting gobbed at with The Damned 

36 Jeff Mills 

Since departing the militant Detroit Techno collective Underground Resistance, this elusive DJ/producer has 
sent the conventions of electronic music spinning through new subterranean channels. By Mike Shalkross 

40 The Primer: Ennio Morricone 

From Spaghetti Western soundtracks to scores for Italian pulp horror-erotica, Russell Lack spools through 
the iconoclastic output of the great film composer 

44 Invisible Jukebox: Sonic Boom 

Rugby's very own drone-rock junkie, the founder of Spacemen 3 and EAR, tries to identify tracks by Sun 
Ra, Morton Subotnick, White Noise, AMM, Arnold Dreyblatt and more. Mike Barnes is the inquisitor 

46 Merzbow 

Tokyo performance artist Masami Akita distils the most noxious elements of lo-fi electronics, hard rock, free 
jazz and sado-masochism into a fearsome noise aesthetic. By David Keenan 


reviews 

51 Soundcheck May's selected albums and 12's, including new releases from Can, Carl Craig, George 
Crumb, Ganger, Gentle Giant Trilok Gurtu, Pierre Henry, Pat Metheny, Jim O’Rourke, Lee Perry, Squarepusher, 
Strata East, Watts Prophets, Kenny Wheeler, Tony Williams, Frank Zappa and more 66 Multimedia Mapping 
the interface of music and software 68 Print Run New music books: an accidental history of rock ’n' roll, 

Hex’s post-human condition; James Brown under the microscope 


4 Editorial 6 Letters 8 Soundings May’s selected live events, festivals, happenings and dub spaces 

50 Charts 65Freefall 72 Back Issues 73 Subscribe FREE CDs by Alice Coitrane and 
Pharoah Sanders 14 David Toop 


































Royal Festival Hall 


laurie anderson’s 

meltdown on the South Bank 30 May - 6 July 

Laurie Anderson curates her personal selection of music and performance: 

Highlights include: _ • \ 

100 Violins Sun 22 June at 5.30pm Ken Nordine Fri 27 June.at 8pm 


Arto Lindsay Wed 25 June at 7.45pm 

Laurie Anderson & Friends 

Thu 26 June at 7.45pm_ 


0171 960 4242 


Ken Nordine Fri 27 June.at 8pm ®- H 

A quick-fire mix of words/voice, flrmonica and keyboards' 

Laurie Anderson Mon 3Q Jun^ atzilOpm 

The Speed of Darkness One-off UK perforn i i95ce‘" II 

Lou Reed Thu 3 July at 7J30fc»m 


El -S3 


Royal Festival Hall 

Queen Elizabeth Hall 
Purcell Room 





Philip Glass 


Thu 15 May 7.30pm 

the world premiere 

Heroes 

Fri 16 May 7.30pm 

Philip Glass Ensemble 

°from Einstein to Low 

Royal Festival Hall 
0171 960 4201/4242 














D EREKBAILEY 
PATMETHENY 
GREGGBENDIAN 
PAULWERTICO 

THESIGNOF4 


Two guitarists meet 
two percussionists 
on this specially priced 3 cd set. 


KNITTING FACTORY WORKS USA: 
74 LEONARD STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10013 
KNITTING FACTORY WORKS EUROPE: 
BLOEMGRACHT 20/2 1015 TJ AMSTERDAM 

www.knittingfactory.com 









































Replacing hjjfcjuitars and distortion boxes with a sampler and computer was, thinks 
Bristolian Matt Elliot, aka Third Eye Foundation, the best decision he ever made 
Interview by Simon Hopkins 



























global 




m 



P 




1 

A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month... 










London Musicians' Collective 

presents its 

Sixth Annual Festival 
of Experimental Music 

23 - 26 May 1997 

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WCI 



Elliott Sharp a ]ean-Paul Bourelly (usa) 

OSSATURA (ITALY) 


Charles Hayward a Kaffe Matthews (uk) 

Fred Van Hove (cultuml amiakmou of flanders) 

Saturday 24 May @ I9.30hrs 

Dacmar Krause a Marie Goyette (uk/quebec) 
Altered States (iapan) 

Alex Maguire (uk) 

Norma (italy) 

Sunday 25 May @ ».30hrs 

Roof (uk/usa/HOLLAND) 

Dave Smith (uk) 

The Recedents (uk) 

Tanaka Yumiko (iapan) 

B ank Holiday Monday 26 May @ I9.30hrs 

Ground-Zero (iapan) 

LUC HOUTKAMP (HOLLAND) 

Philipp Wachsmann (uk) 

Gino Robert (usa) 
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neue 

deutsche 

wellen 


Cologne and Dusseldorf are hives of musical activity A loose community of musicians, label 
owners, club runners and soipf theorists is building on the legacies of Can, Kraftwerk and DAT; 
creating the electronic soSSKrack for a united Europe. Rob Young meets the stars of selten 
gehorte Musik: Mouse On Mars Mike Ink Dr Walker A-Musik Pluramon and more 
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The Wire T-shirt 97 


A limited edition heavy duty cotton T-shirt featuring an exclusive 
Wire logo design, available in two colours — while stocks last 

















Deploying breakbet 
of modern urban livini 


martial artist, Rupert Parties's tracks as Photek 
a quiet corner of Middle England, and planning 



sword 


in the door of an 80s phonebox. I am watching her, looking for clues, when a black 
Ferrari pulls up beside me. The passenger door opens, and the driver leans across the 

“There's a void where there should be ecstasy" - Hyper On Experience. ’Lords Of The 






























Nearly 30 years after redefining the guitar in King 


Robert Fripp remains an independent 



live recordings of the original Crimson line-up. The music has been salvaged from lo-fi 
source tapes by Fripp’s long-time producer/engineer (and DGM label manager) David 







intelligent 


spirit dedicated to self-reliance, invention and the pursuit of musical highs. Story by Mike Barnes 
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> the performance aspect of Soundscapes. "The \ 











U With King Crimson in 1969 the muse 
descended. Music leant over and took us into its 
confidence. If you get touched by that you go 
hunting for an elevator to the roof 33 



















iflillliill! 


Since leaving the Detroit Techno collective Underground Resistance, Jeff Mills has diverted 
the conventions of electronic music down idiosyncratic channels. Report by Mike Shallcross 
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to noise 

free jazz and sado-masochism into an unparalleled noise aesthetic. Interview by David Keenan 





groups such as Boredoms. Ruins, and most of the God Mountain stable, the Merzbow 















SERGEY KURYOKHIN 


MEMORIAL CONCERT 


Queen Elizabeth Hall iff ^ 

Friday, 16 May, 7.00 pm 0171 960 4242 


AQUARIUM (Russia) 
COLLECTIVE 4TET (USA/Switzerland) 
JOHN WOLF BRENNAN (Ireland/Switzerland) 

EVAN PARKER/NED ROTHENBERG (GB/USA) 
MOSCOW COMPOSERS ENSEMBLE (Russia/GB) 
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Into the hot: May's selected CDs, albums and 12"s 
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information from SPNM 
















New music books — read, rated, rubbished 


print 

run 









































































































































































Spiritual impulse! 

Our May offer: get one FREE Impulse! reissue CD plus a year’s supply of The Wire for just £30 



Send my □ Black Unity OR □ Alice Coltrane CD & subscription tc 




Return this form (or a photocopy) to: The Wire Magazine, FREEPOST, 45-46 Poland St, London W1E 3EL. Fax: 0171 287 4767. E-mail: the_wire@ukonline.co.uk 


Or call our Subscription Hotline on 0171 734 3555 
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david 


goes back to the future in 2001: A Spice Girl Odyssey 


toop 



now, thank you very much. 

I don’t mind Gen's attempt at porno-muzak, if only for 
the novelty value. One might sum up by saying that 
Firecracker is Jane Birkin with bigger breasts, but I 
wouldn't say that I suspect that Gen's eccentric effort will 
command the highest collector's prices in the future. Cult 
following assured, then, particularly for the way in which 
she mumbles in a Cityspeak lingo of English, Spanish and 


by deed poll, I am told in the press release, and her 
album is called Sugar Frosted. The beats are boofing, 
the sugar is sweet and Baby makes the best of an even 
smaller voice than you might imagine. Frankly, its all a 
bit Italian smurf, though the only new song, 'Operation', 



Sabrina and Kym Mazelle). 150bpm sicko-sugarbeat is 
a musical/medical genre to watch. So thats it, pop fans, 
until the next time. Bye for now Z 











"THERE IS NO CAH 
SACRILEi 







